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2Ì×ÛÌÔÉÌÙɯɯƖƔƕƜ 

         Fʞ. Th˛maʟ Mˤˠrˉʦ 

 

Praying Before Mass  
It is good to greet fellow parishioners as we 
gather for mass, but it is also important that we 
have time to pray and recollect ourselves before 
mass begins.  
And our silence will allow others to make 
prayers that may be very important to them.  

 

Our Lady of Sorrows - 
A Reflection on the  
Sufferings of Mary 

 
 
 

THE FEAST OF OUR LADY OF SORROWS  
falls on 15th September (Saturday) and 
commemorates the seven great sorrows which 
Mary lived in relation to Her Son, as they are 
recorded in the Gospels or through Tradition.   
This feast day was born of the Servite Order, 
and in the seventeenth and eighteenth century 
it spread throughout the Catholic Church.   

I would like to share an excerpt from òOur Lady of Sorrowsó by Fr. Paul 
Haffner (Inside the Vatican, Sep. 2004): 
 

òThis feast is dedicated to the spiritual martyrdom of Mary, Mother of God, 
and her compassion with the sufferings of her Divine Son, Jesus.  
In her sufferings as co-redeemer, she reminds us of the tremendous evil  
of sin and shows us the way of true repentance.  
May the numerous tears of the Mother of God be conducive to our 
salvation: with which tears Thou, O God, art able to wash away the sins of 
the whole world.ó 
 

Prior to the Second Vatican Council, there were two Feasts devoted to the 
sorrows of Mary. The first Feast was instituted in Cologne in 1413 as an 
expiation for the sins of the iconoclast Hussites. The second is attributed to 
the Servite order whose principal devotion are the Seven Sorrows. It was 
instituted in 1668, though the devotion had been in existence since 1239 - 
five years after the founding of the order.  
 

Our Lady of Sorrows feast day calls to mind these seven sorrows and  
we ought to reflect on them.  They are: 
 

¶ The Prophecy of Simon (Luke 2:25-35) 

¶ The Flight into Egypt (Matthew 2:13-15) 

¶ Loss of the Child Jesus for three days (Luke 2:41-50) 

¶ Mary Meets Jesus on his way to Calvary (Luke 23:27-31, John: 19:17) 

¶ Crucifixion and Death of Jesus (John 19:25-30) 

¶ The Body of Jesus being taken from the Cross (Psalm 130;  
                   Luke 23:50-54; John 19:31-37) 
¶ The Burial of Jesus (Isaiah 53:8; Luke 23:50-56; John 19:38-42;  
                   Mark 15:40-47) 
 

On this feast day I urge you to do something special, something out of your 
way, to honour and reflect on Our Lady of Sorrows.   
 

Holy Mary, Mother of God, pray for us sinners now and at the hour of our 
death. Amen.  
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Confirmation candidates Blessed Trinity Parish Amsterdam 
 

Friday evening I visited the Blessed Trinity parish in Amsterdam 
to administer the sacrament of Confirmation to the candidates there, coming from different 
backgrounds and places, but members of the English speaking parish of the Blessed Trinity. 
This year already we count twenty years since Fr. T. Murray was appointed the parish priest of the 
highly frequented English speaking parish, located in the church at Zaaiersweg 180 in Amsterdam. 
He is inspiring not only because of his jokes, but above all because of his living 
faith and closeness to people. 
The candidates were well prepared, I am grateful for that to the teachers who 
spend many hours since october last year to teach them catechesis. The 
celebration was well prepared too, with a beautiful liturgical booklet and a nice 
choir singing. After the Holy Mass there was a reception with food and soft drinks 
and a nice atmosphere. I was invited to cut a big confirmation-cake specially 
prepared for this occasion. 
May the Lord bless these candidates and their families and may the Holy Spirit 
guide them and bestow upon them His love, wisdom, discernment, courage, faith 
and reverence for the Lord! 
Monsignor Jan Hendriks 

 

{ŀŎǊŀƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ CƛǊǎǘ Iƻƭȅ 9ǳŎƘŀǊƛǎǘ 
hƴ ǘƘŜ фǘƘ ƻŦ WǳƴŜ Σ р ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ŦǊƻƳ ƻǳǊ ǇŀǊƛǎƘΥ /ŀƛǘƭƛƴΣ 5ŀƛǎȅΣ DŜƴƛǾŀΣ 9ƳŀƪŜ ŀƴŘ YƛƴǎŜȅ ǊŜŎŜƛǾŜŘ WŜǎǳǎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǾŜǊȅ ŬǊǎǘ 
ǝƳŜΦ Lǘ ǿŀǎ ŀ ǿƻƴŘŜǊŦǳƭ ŀƴŘ Ƨƻȅƻǳǎ ŎŜƭŜōǊŀǝƻƴ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ǇǊŜǇŀǊƛƴƎ ŘƛƭƛƎŜƴǘƭȅ ŦƻǊ ǘƘƛǎ ǎŀŎǊŜŘ ŜƴŎƻǳƴǘŜǊ 
ǿƛǘƘ ƻǳǊ [ƻǊŘ WŜǎǳǎ ōȅ ŀǧŜƴŘƛƴƎ ŎƭŀǎǎŜǎ ƻƴ {ŀǘǳǊŘŀȅǎ ŦǊƻƳ hŎǘƻōŜǊ нлмт ǘƻ aŀȅ нлмуΦ ¢ƘŜȅ ƘŀǾŜ ǿƻǊƪŜŘ ƘŀǊŘ ǘƻ ƭŜŀǊƴ 
ǘƘŜƛǊ ǇǊŀȅŜǊǎ ŀƴŘ Řƻ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƘƻƳŜǿƻǊƪΦ 
 

¢ƘŜ ōŜŀǳǝŦǳƭ ŎŜƭŜōǊŀǝƻƴ ǿŀǎ ƭŜŘ ōȅ CŀǘƘŜǊ aǳǊǊŀȅ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǾƻƛŎŜǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ DƘŀƴŀƛŀƴ ŎƘƻƛǊ ōǊƻǳƎƘǘ ŀ ƧƻȅŦǳƭ ŀƴŘ ŀƴ ŀƳŀȊƛƴƎ 
ŜƴŜǊƎȅ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŎŜƭŜōǊŀǝƻƴΦ CŀƳƛƭȅ ŀƴŘ ŦǊƛŜƴŘǎ ŎŀƳŜ ŦǊƻƳ ƴŜŀǊ ŀƴŘ ŦŀǊ ǘƻ Ƨƻƛƴ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŎŜƭŜōǊŀǝƻƴ ƻƴ ǘƘŀǘ ƳŜƳƻǊŀōƭŜ 
{ŀǘǳǊŘŀȅ ŀƊŜǊƴƻƻƴ ŀƴŘ ǘƻ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ǘƘŜ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΦ 
 

¢Ƙŀƴƪ ȅƻǳ ǘƻ CŀǘƘŜǊ aǳǊǊŀȅ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǘŜŀŎƘŜǊǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ CƛǊǎǘ Iƻƭȅ /ƻƳƳǳƴƛƻƴ Ŏƭŀǎǎ ŦƻǊ ǇǊŜǇŀǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ 
{ŀŎǊŀƳŜƴǘΦ 
 

/ƻƴƎǊŀǘǳƭŀǝƻƴǎ ǘƻ ƻǳǊ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ƻƴŎŜ ŀƎŀƛƴ ŦƻǊ ǊŜŀŎƘƛƴƎ ǘƘƛǎ ƳƛƭŜǎǘƻƴŜΦ 
 

aŀȅ ǘƘƛǎ ōŜ ǘƘŜ ōŜƎƛƴƴƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ǘƻ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇ ŀ ƭƛŦŜƭƻƴƎ ŦǊƛŜƴŘǎƘƛǇ ǿƛǘƘ WŜǎǳǎ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ƛƴ ǿŀƭƪƛƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ WŜǎǳǎ ǿŜ Řƻ 
ǿŜƭƭ ŀƴŘ ƭƛŦŜ ōŜŎƻƳŜǎ ƎƻƻŘΦ 
 

/ŀǊƻƭƛƴŜ ¢ƘŀƴƎŀǾŜƭǳ 

Zaterdag, 2 juni 2018  - ww.arsacal.nl 

My Confirmation experience: 
The feeling I had when the 
bishop anointed me with the 
chrism oil was incredible.  It felt 
like my relationship with the holy 
spirit went from a string to a very 
big and strong beam.  I felt so 
much more mature from that day 
on.  It was truly incredible and 
phenomenal!ò. 

Kevin George 

The journey of receiving confirmation 
was amazing and interesting. I learnt a 
lot during lessons. I learnt more about 
God and Holy Spirit. More than ever i 
feel closer to God. Being able to receive 
the Holy Spirit and the seven gifts is an 
honor. And it was fun to experience this 
with the other candidates and teachers 
who made it comfortable and easy to 
understand the Word of God. 

Catherine Filson 

How I Felt? 
When the Holy Spirit came down 
on me during the confirmation I 
was renewed. I felt like 
never  before. Full of energy and 
unending joy. Words of prayer and 
thanks-giving didnôt seem like 
enough. And when I opened my 
eyes and turned around, I saw the 
entire congregation with smiles on 
their faces and I felt like they were 
saying something to me. It was like 
they were telling me we are all in 
this together. That moment, I 
connected with the family. The 
family of God: God Himself, Jesus 
Christ, The Holy Spirit and Godôs 
own people. I donôt know any other 
way to express how I felt and still 
feel but I am glad that I do feel it. 

 Mary Dufie 

Some of the newly confirmedõs 
sharing their experience 

Confirmation 
An extremely enlightening process 
in which probably even the 
strongest of believers will learn at 
least a thing or two. God gave us 
the privilege of choosing and we 
can make it count by choosing 
Confirmation. 

Manuel Kuriappan 


